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Toc H seeks to create friendship and 
understanding among people of all 
backgrounds and beliefs. Local group 
activities range from holidays for the 
handicapped and children's playschemes 
to arts festivals and even bird watching. 
Toc H is short for Talbot House — the 
soldiers’ club in Belgium founded by the 
Reverend ‘Tubby’ Clayton in 1915. 
Today Toc H provides opportunities for 
people to test the relevance of practical 
Christianity and we welcome anyone who 
would like to give us a try. 


Members accept a four fold commitment: 
I. To build friendships across the 
barriers that divide man from man. 
2, To give personal service. 

8. To find their own convictions 
while always being willing to listen to the 
views of others. 

4. To work for the Kingdom of God. 


This magazine, which acts as a forum for 
ideas about Toc H and about the world in 
which we live, takes it title from the 
third of these Four Points — to think 
fairly. 


Cover Picture 

The Poacher's Den 'logo', used on all 
their literature. 
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Personal View 


» Common demonstration when some 
hat Cruise missiles should not be sited in Britain. It was 
i ressure currently being applied to Western European 
typical of the doe he of a number of disparate groups. Of course they 
dece. pacifist and people grinding UE Pt ke you and el 
i frightened people — J — who 
Dr aa Vd ME. And this mass pue e men and 
women of high intelligence: there are sound arguments tor ralist stance, 


if the press rarely print them. 
ca 1 sl nat here cia to discuss the strategy of deterrence or the point of CND, 
I simply want to set out some of the arguments surrounding Cruise, whose planned 


deployment has caused this sudden growth of mass ganen mL. Europe, 
(Lam reluctant to talk of the ‘peace movement’ because that imp bs nat those who 
disagree with the demonstrators are not also working for peace in what seems to them 
a more sco th re against Cruise runs something like this. Let us assume 
that America’s ICBMs have so far guaranteed the security of Europe (including 
Britain), even against the threat of Russia’s intermediate range missiles currently 
targetted on our bases and industrial centres. The siting of new Pershing II and Cruise 
missiles in six Eurpean countries will not strengthen that deterrent: on the contrary, it 
will increase the risk of nuclear war. The deployment of new weapons, while not 
strengthening the deterrent, will drive the USSR into building yel another generation 
of nuclear weapons. Moreover, it makes possible the concept of a ‘limited’ nuclear war 
in Europe since NATO and the Warsaw Pact could attack each other's armies and 
centres without putting at risk the heartlands of either of the two super-powers, If 
both USA and USSR can envisage nuclear warfare in Europe while their own cities 
remain outside the battle area, the whole awful prospect will loom much closer. This is 
a strong argument in a world of terror and it may prevail if large bodies of voters press 
it in countries where votes still matter. It is worth noting that the USSR and its 
sympathisers set great store on the peace movement in non-Soviet countries. 

Let us also be fair to those in government forced to make the awesome 
decisions. Not everyone outside CND is a warmonger and it is historical nonsense to 
talk as though Cruise has been forced on a reluctant Europe by a manic Pentagon. The 
facts show that exactly the opposite happened. 

By 1975, the USA and USSR accepted that each could inflict near total 
devastation on the other's homeland with their ICBMs: hence the SALT agreement. 
But Helmut Schmidt noted that there was no agreement — indeed no mention — of the 
short range missiles targetted by Russia on the centres of Western Europe: the most 
significant of these was the multi-warhead SS20 being deployed in Eastern Europe in 
rapidly increasing numbers. For the next four years, Schmidt — together with other 
European leaders — argued that America's long range weapons no longer offered 
protection to Europe; that, if Russia attacked Europe with her SS20s, we could not 
rely on the USA exposing its own homeland to devastation by threatening to use its 
ICBMs. After four years of argument, the American President met Chancellor Schmidt, 
President d'Estain and British PM Callaghan in Guadaloupe. Following this meeting, 
the USSR was challenged either to start disarmament talks or face the deployment in 
Europe of Cruise and Pershing to counter the SS20s. The challenge was issued by Social 
Democrat Schmidt, Democrat Carter and Labour Callaghan — not by the right wing 
leaders who succeeded them. 

Those in outline are the arguments. While 1 can sec the awful threat as clearly 
as most, [ note three points. Firstly, the European leaders who pressed for Cruise 
genuinely believed it to be the only way to deter the USSR from using the threat to 
Europe posed by the huge SS20 batteries, Secondly, as soon as Chancellor Schmidt 
met President Brezhnev and convinced him that Guadaloupe meant what it said, the 
USSR agreed to talk. Thirdly, even as I write, the new Soviet leader has made public 
his conditional offer to reduce the number of SS20s targetted on Europe. I pray 
that we will scrutinise this offer at once and match it with a new offer of our own 
before our will for survival is sapped. For myself, I would be even more frightened 


than I am if the disparity between the arms of NATO and the Warsaw Pact grew wider 
— even at a lower level, 


What do you think? 


D am writing this shortly after the Greenhai 


10,000 women demanded t 
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Welcome 


The following Branches elected new 
members during November/December. 


5 — Bedford (J) 

3 —  Kirkheaton Youth Action (J) Grp 

2 —  Barrow-on-Humber (J), 
Calstock (M), Denton (J), 
Eyemouth (J) 

I — Barkingside (M), Criccieth (M), 
Cromwell District, Dittons (3), 
Grays (W), Hemlington 
(Middlesbrough) (J), : 5 : 
Woiverhampton (W) Cosby (M) Branch, working with Leicester's Toc H "de Group, recently ran a 

highly successful mini-handi disco. They were very excited by the whole venture and 
A warm welcome to 23 new members. we hope to include their story in a future 'Round and About. 


Photo: Mike Domney 


ROTE of renes of the Colsterdale ERST (Ron Gash, Conwy District held a Michaelmas Service at Colwyn English 
Douglas Haig, Stan Whitehead) celebrate the Committee’s 150th Methodist Church. The 40 or so members of the District’s five 
meeting. Branches offered special prayers for countries around the world. 
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Photos: Stan Mitchell 


= As part of their ongoing work on a 
Bakewell Branch stay busy! Twice a year they receive a party of visitors to the CHA Railway Conservation Project at Lydney, 
at Hope, Derbys and entertain them to lunch. The second picture shows members in the Forest of Dean, volunteers remove 
LAE out at diete local Church Garden d i tree stunips (Hm the side of the track. 


Photo: Lincolnshire Echo 
Photo: South Kent Newspapers 


A busy scene at Lincoln (J] Brandi Thanks to mE Toc H m Nur nU EMEN m a group of mmm 
coffee morning in the Guildhall. handicapped children from Eversley House had their first ever trip to the seaside. 
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with Scott Shaw 


You don't need money... 


Any old thing won't do for the patients 
at the local mental hospital — they've 
come to expect high standards from 
Conwy Men's Branch, who have been 
providing the monthly entertainment for 
20 years. 

Our correspondent Reg Plimmer 
says they recently got the Colwyn Bay 
Town band (see picture in the January 
issue) and on previous occasions they 
have had disco music, choirs, solo 
instrumentalists and singers. 

Conwy don't need money to do 
this sort of thing — just a good reputation 
— because most entertainers give their 
services free and the hospital provides 
the transport. According to Reg, this 
entertainment must be dependable and 
regular to have the most beneficial effect 
for the residents. 

Conwy aren't stuck in a musical 
groove, however. last September, as a 
change they suggested outdoor sports. 
The hospital organised this and the day 
was much enjoyed by participants and 
spectators alike. 


Ron bangs the drum 


And why not? Writing in his local 
newspaper, Bognor Regis member Ron 
Harrison congratulates the Lions Club on 
their new community centre project, for 
somewhere warm for the elderly to go 
during the daytime. 

But wait — he reminds readers 
that such facilities are already available at 
the Toc H centre. He says: ‘This is an 
entirely free service for pensioners. There 
is no subscription. They do not have to 
‘belong. The place is warm, there is 
television, and a cheerful ‘cuppa’ can be 
had for as little as 7p. It is open every day 
excep! Sunday. All senior citizens are 
welcome’. 

Well done, Ron. You have a right 
to be proud of what you’re doing — and 
to tell people about it. There’s a moral 
there for many of us. 


Why the Sikhs 
came to talk 


Do you avoid black people? Wyre Forest 
Joint Branch don't — in fact they go out 
of their way to promote understanding. 
Recently they invited five guests from the 
Sikh community to speak of their religion 
and people. 

Members heard about the history 
of the religion over the past 500 years 
and some of its beliefs. Afterwards came 
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questions on the differences and 
similarities between Christianity and 
Sikhism. The meeting was in response to 


One World Week, a time E 
understanding other peoples an 
religions. 


Sounds like a good idea for any 
lime of the year — how about inviting 
members of other communities to speak 
to a Branch meeting — or perhaps even a 
District gathering? 


Wake up at the back, there! 


Nobody dozes when Exmouth’s Men's 
Branch Padre is talking! He spent six 
weeks on a working exchange in 
Pennsylvania and recently gave an 
illustrated talk to Branch members and 
residents at an old people’s home. Says 
our correspondent Kenneth Ede: ‘The 
effect on some of the elderly audience 
was terrific . . . walking frames and sticks 
were forgotten and the deafest of the 
deaf really woke up’. 


Why they wrote 
to the paper ... 


Politely but firmly, Attleborough Men 
have taken a regional newsapaper to task 
— and quite right too! Having lost its 
meeting room, it presented its banner to 
the local church. lt was assumed the 
Branch had disbanded but nothing is 
further from the truth! 

Their fellowship is strong enough 
for members to continue meeting in 
one another's houses. In a letter to the 
paper, two members say ‘. . . although 
small in number, the Branch is still very 
much alive, as will be confirmed by more 
than 20 organisations and businesses in 
the town which support our ‘Top of the 
Town Quiz’ each year’ 


Outnumbered by youngsters! 


You can get involvement with young 
people if you're doing the right thing! 
Helped by staff members John Dickson 
and Philip Douch, Wimborne Joint 
Branch recently organised a Jimmy 
Savile/Toc H mini-handi dance for 25 
handicapped youngsters — but they got 
help from 35 young people, reports our 
correspondent, Reg Collins. 

During the evening they played a 
personal message, recorded by Jimmy 
Savile. If other Branches, organising a 
mini-handi dance, would like a personal 
message from Jimmy, please contact me 
here at HQ, in good time. 
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Fireworks from 
this young group 


‘You can't get youngsters into Toe H 
nowadays! — Rubbish! St Albans VISTA 
group. which came into being after local 
members had a publicity display in , 
shop. continues to put some of us older 
members to shame. 

With around eight members, this 
one year old Group organised a bonfire, a 
£170 professional firework display, 4 
dance and a buffet for more than 60 
mentally and physically handicappeg 
people. 

Of course, they didn’t do it by 
themselves, but got help from the 
Venture Scouts and the Red Cross. One 
of the organisers said ‘We had as many 
helpers as handicapped guests and 
everyone had a very good time.’ 


Twenty-five years of 'oompah' 
in Manchester 


There was plenty of brass when they 
celebrated the silver jubilee of the Toc H 
Manchester area festival of music. It was 
also the 80th birthday of Harry Mortimer, 
who conducted the combined Foden/ 
CWS bands, with singing from the 
Cestrian Male Voice Choir. We're 
breathless with admiration! 


Why they went 
over the top 


Don't fcel sorry for yourself if you go on 
a sponsored walk — just be thankful you 
don't belong to Leigh Branch, because 
they go on sponsored HIKES! 

To raise funds for their new 
minibus, they toiled up and down hills 
and splashed through waterfalls for ten 
miles, to raise £300 for the fund, already 
totalling over £700 after only six weeks. 

Our correspondent Mark Prescott 
pays special tribute to Bobby, who did 
the full ten miles despite being 
handicapped. 


And briefly ... 


Wimborne Joint Branch have donated 
£250 to their local hospital . . . 


About 100 people attended Codsall Men's 
golden jubilee service of thanksgiving . . . 


and Barrow on Humber Joint 
celebrated their 50th anniversary with a 
dance... 


. about 300 elderly and handicapped 
people enjoyed the second annual party 
Organised by Hoddesdon Men and 
Women, which included 50 raffle prizes. 
— À—— € e 
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elderly and disabled. 


You could help them to the help they need by 
spreading the word more among your people. 

We will gladly provide you with explanatory leaflets about special help for 
disabled people, gas safety, easy payments and other helpful services we can 
offer. Just ring — or write to your local Home Service Adviser. You'll find the 


address and telephone number below. 


SCOTTISH GAS 
Chief Home Service Adviser, 
Scottish Gas, Granton Housc, 
4 Marine Drive, 
Edinburgh, EH5 1YB. 
Tel: 031-559 5000 


NORTHERN GAS 
Regional Home Service Adviser, 
Northern Gas, Norgas House, 
P.O.Box IGB, Killingworth, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, NE99 IGB. 
Tel: 0632 683000. 


NORTH WEST GAS 
Regional Home Service Adviser, 
North West Gas, Welman House, 


Altrincham, Cheshire, WA15 8AE. 


Tel: 061-928 6311. 


NEGAS 
Regional Home Service Adviser 
Negas, 5-7 New York Road, Leeds, 
LS2 7PE. Tel: 0532 36291. 


EMGAS 
Regional Home Service Adviser, 
Emgas, P.O. Box 145, 
De Montfort Street, Leicester, 
LE] 9DB. Tel: 0533551111. 


WEST MIDLANDS GAS 
Regional Home Service Adviser, 
West Midlands Gas, 5 Wharf Lane, 
Solihull, West Midlands, B91 2)P. 
Tel: 021-705 6888. 


WALES GAS 
Chief Home Service Adviser, 
Wales Gas, Snelling House, 
Bute Terrace, Cardiff, CF) 2UF. 
Tel: 0222 33131. 


EASTERN GAS 
Regional Home Service Adviser, 
Eastern Gas, Star House, 

Potters Bar, Herts, EN6 2PD. 
Tel: 77 51151. 


NORTH THAMES GAS 
Chief Home Service Adviser, 
North Thames Gas, 
North Thames House, London Road, 
Staines, Middx., TW18 4AE. 
Tel: 81 61666. 


BRITISH GAS 


There are quite a lot of people who could benefit 
from some of the helpful services provided by British 
Gas — but who are unaware of them. People like the 
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SEGAS 
Segas, Katharine Street, Croydon, 
CR9 IJU. Tel: 01-688 4466. 


SOUTHERN GAS 
Regional Home Service Adviser, 
Southern Gas, P.O. Box 108, 

St. Mary's Road, Southampton, 
SO9 7GH. Tel: 0703 824124. 


SOUTH WEST GAS 
Regional Home Service Adviser, 
South West Gas, Riverside, 
Temple Strect, Kcynsham, Bristol, 
BS18 IEQ. Tel: 027-56 61717. 


BRITISH GAS HOME 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT 
The Home Service Adviser, or 
The Home Economist, British Gas, 
Marketing Division, 
326 High Holborn, London, 
WCIV 7PT. Tel: 01-242 0789. 


‘Why are you here?’ was the first 
question that we asked each other on that 
Friday evening, the lull before the storm. 
Answers varied from those of the 
dedicated project goer to "because you 
dragged me here!’ We were a mixed 
bunch — students, teacher, machine 
fitter, marketing manager and a police 
cadet. That first night we skirted around 
each other, getting to know where each 
fitted in and what was going to happen 
during the week ... 


The next day flurried aciivity to set up 
camp culminated in a busful of children, 
aged between ten and 14, arriving earlier 
than expected, with seven of the eight 
volunteers still up in the hills planning a 
walk! A moment of blind panic by the 
sole survivor was soon alleviated by the 
breathless return of the seven. The 
children were talked to, sorted into tent 
groups, ejected from the Branch 
room-cum-mess-hall and let loose on the 
camp site. Surprisingly, when we rounded 
them up for Hans’ famous slide show on 
birds, none were missing! A late night 
exercise, culmimating in two teams of 
petrified children ambushing each other 
in the middle of a pitch dark field, 
completed their first evening. 


From the next day onwards the children 
sang their way through a programme of 
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Photos: Maggie 
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activities that stretched them to their 
limits, both physically and mentally. 
They climbed rock faces that made their 
leader's knees tremble, and yes, she had 
to go up too! They abseiled down again 
and the brave ones had another go. In 
trusting to the skill of the belayer, they 
learned that to get up they had to place 
their trust in someone else. The ones with 
the shortest legs may only have got a few 
feet off the ground before being lowered 
to safety, but they all got full marks for 


trying. 


They walked, and as they walked they 
sang (four songs!): they walked to the 
top of a mountain and down the other 
side, pausing only to leap en masse on 
top of their co-leader, eat sandwiches and 
pelt each other with bilberries, and to 
lose a couple of their number en route. 
Many of the activities were interspersed 
by walks, the longest being seven miles 
and the shortest curtailed by torrential 
tain. Walking was a good way of tiring 
them out and made for a good night’s 
sleep! 


They rode ponies with hardened mouths, 
used to indiscriminate heels and hauling 
on the reins. They laughed at ‘Fozzie’ and 
Carl, the non-riding volunteers, learning 
to rise to the trot. They laughed even 
more when their coJeader's pony got fed 
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up, stopped dead, and despatched him td 


the ground! Throughout it all they stil 
sang their four songs. 


So we had a talent contest, with special 
class for bubble gum blowing ang s 
couple of treasure hunts where everyone 
won something. They went to camp in 
the hills in small groups on two nights 
erecting their own tents and making their 
own supper, singing as they worked, One 
party requested a walk after supper _ 
we took them. They started as usual jp 
full song. Very soon however, as the eerie 
blackness of the hills encompassed them, 
the singing faded away, a little fear 
developed among some and many were 
the hands clutching their volunteers as 
they returned to their tents. 


They actually stopped singing whilst they 
went swimming, so nobody drowned, 
Amos took us around his quarry and we 
all came back laden with rocks, having 
been educated not only about strata and 
silica but how two children can drive one 
tipper truck at the same time. 


We took them to Kinmel Barracks where 
Army personnel gave them and the 
volunteers an unforgettable day — in 
more ways than one! First we were 
chased over the assault course with 
coloured smoke grenades exploding 
around us, As leader I began to worry a 
little. Then, after a short lecture on the 
danger of weapons, — we were taken to 
the range, where we fired all manner of 
weapons — revolvers, rifles, sten guns and 
machine guns. By then I was worried — it 
was live ammunition! When Robert shot 
the Sergeant-Major’s thumb — I was 
petrified! ... 


Before we left the children thanked the 
Army personnel for a wonderful day and 
gave three hearty cheers — they deserved 
it! The volunteers were shattered as we 
journeyed homeward, the children, 
needless to say, sang their hearts out. It 
was then that Percy began to look 
worried and almost took to driving the 
minibus with earplugs in — still the same 
four songs! 


Mrs Branigan, a near neighbour to the 
Branch room, gave open house and a 
disco party for the children that evening, 
helped by Olga, another neighbour. The 
children behaved like angels and danced 
like demons with what little energy they 
had left. 


We took them caving on Friday, complete 
with helmets, torches, ropes and ladders, 
and aided by Jim Williams, a local caver. 
Everybody Stopped singing as some 
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Some highlights of the Jersey Seagulls’ 
1982 playschemes. 


Photos: Frank Leighton 


climbed down and some were sort of 
lowered. Somebody was surprised that it 
was dark. We turned off all the lights and 
they experienced total darkness for the 
very first time. What a time for ghost 
stories! Having descended, crawled, 
walked and climbed again, we emerged 
once more, muddy, a little tired and a 
little wet but with another experience 
under their belts. 


All too soon it was the last night. 
Everyone else might think them little 
horrors but by now we loved them all. 
An impromptu concert was unrehearsed 
and never ending, and still consisted of 
those four songs in the main. The Branch 
came to the party, and so did all our 
friends from the village, and the 
volunteers carried on till the early hours. 


By now we were a team, and more than a 
little mad. Large scale piggy-back jousting 
on the camp site was evident in the early 
hours and volunteers were chastised by 
the kids for making too much noise — 
role reversal at its most extreme — we 
even sang their four songs, but not as well 
as they did, Some of us were even daft 
enough to want to come back next year! 


So thanks to this very special village from 
— Maggie (leader), Terry (co-leader), from 
*Fozzie', Carl, Tony, Pammy, Dorinda 
and Nicky, and of course from the 
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A Deep Breath 
of Norfolk 


7 - 14 May 1983 


Norfolk is a county rich in bird life, 
churches, stately homes and other 
places of great interest: why not 
explore its beautiful countryside this 
Spring? 


This is a week for bird watching and 
viewing some of our heritage — a week 
when you can let the world slip by, 
relax, ‘stand and stare’ and breath in 
God’s fresh air. You don’t need to be 
an expert at anything — just someone 
who likes unspoiled countryside. 


Accommodation is in The Diocesan 
Conference House at Horstead — a 
small village, seven miles NE of 
Norwich and adjoining the Norfolk 
Broads. 


Neighbourliness 


in religious teaching and practice 


A discussion weekend at 
ALISON HOUSE 
led by 
Tom Gulliver 


Speakers; 
Mr Ahmad von Denffer 
(The Islamic Foundation) 
Revd Bob Knight 
(Toc H) 
Swami Tripurananda 
(The Ramakrishna Vedanta Centre) 


To build a caring society in which we 
can share, requires us to find out 
about religious beliefs other than our 
own. In particular we need to find out 
what different religious faiths have to 
say about the way we should behave 
towards each other. 


The aim over this weekend is to look 
at attitudes to personal service within 
the neighbourhood, as expressed in 
Christian, Hindu and Islamic teaching 
and practice. To help us in our under- 
standing, we have a speaker from each 
of the faiths. There will also be small 
discussion groups to enable everyone 
to participate. 


The cost of the weekend will be 
£19.50. Applications (including a non- 
returnable deposit of £5 to: Alan 
Robson, Alison House, Intake Lane, 
Cromford, Matlock, Derbyshire 
DE4 3RH. 


children from Cardiff. Without you all, The cost for the full week is £85. 
their holiday would not have happened 


and neither would ours. 


Want to know more? Then contact: 
Mrs O J Tennant, 170 Dereham Road, 
New Costessey, Norwich NR5 OSX 
(Tel: 0603 742775) 


Llanarmon-yn al, which all of us love but 
none of us can pronounce — we'll be 
back! 


In this series about Toc H Centres, it is 
appropriate that "The Poacher’s Den’ 
should follow George Lee’s ‘Weirside’ 
feature (July 1982), since George was one 
of the first to taste the hospitality of the 
Den before it became so named. His first 
involvement with the building was when, 
as Area Secretary for Lincolnshire, he 
used to visit this one time Wesleyan 
Chapel (built circa 1875) which was 
purchased by the West Pinchbeck Men’s 
Toc H in 1958 as their Branch meeting 
room. It was also used for local 
community activities and occasional 
boys’ camps. 


In 1980, the former Regional Padre, Revd 
Crispin White, came along carrying a ‘bee 
in his bonnet’ which had been there some 
considerable time, armed with grand ideas 
and sketches for a small Toc H 


residential, self catering centre. ‘Not on!’ 
said the Branch members, revealing their 
conservatism. However, Crispin is well 
known for his persuasion and so the 
story changes: now there were a group 
of keen workers, completely sold upon 
the idea. By acquiring the advice of a 


friendly and hard working local architect 
— seen at times digging a hole for a 
cesspit, cementing floors of showers and 
many other similar jobs — planning began 
in earnest. 


A Manpower Services Scheme was 
established and this, together with the 
welcome assistance of trainees from 
Lowdham Grange Borstal, saw scaffolding 
in place, the interior stripped out and 
rebuilt, brickwork repointed, windows 
moved, doorways built, footpaths laid, 
cesspit installed, building decorated, 
fittings installed. Many months of hard 
work saw the final completion for use 
in August 1981. 


By now the West Pinchbeck Toc H 
Branch had gone ‘Joint’: one of its 
members had married during this time 
and no way was his wife going to be left 
out! 


As might be expected, in true Toc H 
manner, they had turned their hands to 
many tasks during this time of renovation. 
There was the off-loading of a few 


thousand second-hand bricks donated 
within minutes of an appeal being made 
on Hereward Radio: there was the 
preparation of the interior ready for 
rebuilding; there was the scrubbing and 
painting; there was the removal of olg 
elder bushes; the preparation of the car 
park and the setting of trees around its 
edge. 


During this time, finance was sought by 
means of an appeal and the generosity of 
the Regional Executive Committee 
together with Branches and members 
across the Region made it possible to 
meet the bills as they fell due. The local 
community helped by holding raffles and 
coffee mornings and a loan from 
Headquarters completed the financial 
balance sheet. 


After many months of work and 
meetings, the iciest winter spell in 
December 1981 saw skating on the Fens 
for the first time in a number of years: it 
also saw the holding of the 1981 ‘World 
Chain of Light’ and vigil at ‘The Poacher’s 
Den’, officially opened before this 
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ceremony by our returning friend, George 
Lec. A visiting ‘Poacher’ complete with 
bag and gun presented George with a 
‘brace of birds’ to mark the occasion and 
the centre, a dream until so recently, was 
really on its way. 


What does ‘The Poacher’s Den’ offer? A 
cosy centrally heated centre, which, 
whilst nothing spectacular to look at 
from the outside, offers a homely feel to 
all who stay. There are those who say 
there is no scenic beauty in such flat 
surroundings, whilst local poet Edward 
Storey has captured the real Fenland 
splendour when he describes it as ‘The 
Cathedral of the Skies’. Come and look 
around — you will not be disappointed. 


The ground floor has an entrance hall 
with cupboards for essential storage; a 
spin dryer and wheel chair are available. 
The  lounge/conference/dining room 
offers fine views of the Fens whilst 
working or relaxing. Off this room are to 
be found toilets and showers; there is a 
well appointed kitchen with calor gas 
cooker and all necessary catering 


equipment; a glass covered porch area 
with refrigerator, vegetable racks and 
drying lines, completes the ground floor. 


Upstairs are two dormitories wit’ three 
single and two double bunk bec.  'ece, 
and a small 'Leader's' room with twin 
bunks. All are equipped with mattresses, 
pillows and blankets galore. Another 
appeal to members brought in so many 
knitted blankets that some were able to 


be sent to other Toc H properties in 
need! 


How is "The Poacher's Den' being used? 
Since August 1981 when it saw the first 
children's holiday, full week and weekend 
bookings have been entertained from as 
far away as Scotland to the South East 
Region and of course, many from within 
the Mid-Eastern Region. These have 
included bird watching, holidays for the 
handicapped, Regional Meetings, Project 
Leaders’ Training, family weekends, 
Branch weekends, and some very 
welcome use by the local West Pinchbeck 
community. 


‘by Olive Curd 


Loans still have to be repaid and running 
costs met, so your support in using the 
centre would be appreciated. There are 
plenty of bookings in for 1983, but why 
not pay us a visit? Come in the Spring 
when the bulbs are in bloom; visit 
Springfields when the narcissi and 
hyacinth scent fills the air. Or enjoy the 
autumn sunset and the ever changing 
canopy of the sky. Have a Branch or 
District weekend where you can really 
relax to a gentle pace of life and begin to 
get to know each other. 


, Starlode 
Spalding, 
Pinchbeck 


Den' looks forward to 


by Keith Rea- Toc H International Secretary 


The Wider Family 


‘Spaceship 
Earth’ 


‘Recession’ is a word which wings into 
the office from all parts of the world, and 
reminds us that, despite national 
frontiers, the family of humankind 
suffers together. In the richer lands, a 
recession — is 


major symptom of 
unemployment, ^ while in poorer 
countries, additional results can be 


poverty and starvation. There can be no 
doubt that our environment is 
endangered for the future and this too 
is a peril for the whole world. It is 
therefore. unfortunate that part of the 
world seems to be regarded as sub-human 
because they have a different political 
system and hold that religion is 
unnecessary. Whether or not politics and/ 
or religion are paramount, the family 
unit remains a worldwide concept 
wherein love can play its part. Jesus says 
to us that we must love our enemies: 
perhaps we should firstly assume we have 
none and send waves of compassionate 
thought and deeds towards families 
everywhere. Naive dreaming perhaps, but 
sometime, somewhere, in a small place, 
the politics of fear and hatred will be 
tolled away — just as the star arose on 
that ‘First Day’. 


Poperinge 


Following the successful concert in the 
‘Old Vlaanderan' theatre which raised 
£500 for the Old House, the Swans 
Group were active in celebrating the 
World Chain of Light. A service to 
honour Tubby in St Bertins (conducted 
by the Dean) preceded another in the 
Upper Room, where the ancient Hop 
Loft floor withstood the weight of an 
Anglo-Belgian congregation of around 
500 friends. 


The Swans Group are soon organising a 
Christmas party for handicapped children 
while Tubby's Pop Group continues to 
visit the old of Poperinge and 
Sternvoorde. How marvellous that the 
house now literally buzzes with Belgians. 


There seems to be doubt in some minds 
about whether tlie exterior of Talbot 
House needs painting etc. Certainly the 
Headquarters team are in no doubt that 
it does. It is heartening that the 
agreement of Messrs Couttenye, Levis and 
Weyn takes the form of a gift of paint for 
the job valued at over £500! 


Generous contributions are acknowledged 
from Clacton-on-Sea in thanksgiving for 
the life of Margaret Moody and her love 
for the Old House. 


We will Remember... 


We regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 


In June 
Olwen M James (Merthyr Tydfil) 


In October 
Anne Nettleton (West Essex District) 
Ethelwyn J Selman (Ecclesfield) 


In November 

John C Chatterton (Ormskirk) 

John W Clarke (West Herts District) 
Reginald F Moore (Hemel Hempstead) 


In December 
Hector C Catley (North Hinksey) 
R G ‘Johnnie’ Killick (Milborne Port) 


Leeds (W) Branch report the death of a 
former member and long standing friend 
of the Branch. Dorothy Waller was 84 at 
the time of her death and had served 
Toc H in the area for many years. She 
was a person of high principle and 
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‘members who visited her to the end were 
impressed by the way she bore herself 
with courage in illness’. 


Gwilym Idris Jones, a founder member of 
Conwy (M) Branch, died suddenly and 
peacefully among his friends during an 
October Branch meeting. He had been 
Branch Pilot for three years and his 
Pilot's evenings were Branch highlights. 
His Branch membership spanned more 
than 30 years throughout which he 
played his full part in Branch service 
activities. He was very active in his 
Church membership and in public events 
throughout the District, of which he was 
a past Chairman. His friends in Toc H 
miss him sadly and his witness to the 
deepest aims of the Movement will not 


m forgotten by those privileged to know 
nim, 


= See IW 


South Petherton (M) Branch write to tell 
us of the sudden death last October of 


Southern 
Africa 


The contribution of Dion Roder, Alf 
Coates and Arend Hoogervorst proved an 
oasis in a desert of arid motions and 
amendments at the Central Council, Dion 
and his wife Maureen also made their 
mark in some of the Regions and we are 
hopeful that the visit will herald a 
stronger liaison between us in the future 
Other parts of the Family abroad are 
encouraged to send representatives to our 
Council — Australia maybe in 19839 


India 


Trivandrum Branch report on the help 
given by members to schoolchildren at 
the High School at Kachani, a rural area 
outside the City. Study material and note 
books may, in our comparatively rich 
society, sound mundane, but to poor 
children they are a Godsend, especially 
when personally given by members. 

Cochin who fired our 1982 World 
Chain of Light have another imaginative 
job in mind — providing work and 
accommodation for up to 500 cured 
lepers. This in addition to the members’ 
present involvement in their Public 
School, and the cure of tuberculosis 
makes the Branch unique in its power for 
good in the community. 


Zimbabwe 


Our two Marks in Harare are completely 
full. Both are supervised by Frank Guest 


Harry Jackson, their Branch Chairman. 
Before the last war, Harry was a regular 
soldier in the RTR and he went on to war 
service throughout the Middle East. He 
was a Darlington man, posted to 
Somerset early in the war, who married a 
Somerset girl and settled in the area. He 
joined Toc H in 1952 and served in 
Branch executive offices. The Branch 
Secretary writes: ‘. . . we have lost a 
much respected and good friend and he 
will be greatly missed by us all . . 


Broadway (M) Branch has been deeply 
saddened by the death on Monday 
1 November, of Reginald John William 
Wright (Reg), one of the earliest members 
of the Branch. During WW2 Reg served 
both as a special constable and a member 
of the Home Guard. He served the Branch 
as Treasurer for 23 years, and was mainly 
responsible for the launching of me 
‘Flashing Light’ which they have been 
operating for some ten years. Reg 
designed and supervised the manufacture 
and assembly of the lamps and arrange 
their installation, liaising with doctors, 
police and socia! workers. He also da 
Part with the other Branch members ! 


— | 


Australia 


As usual. sunny news from Queensland 
and a picture of Congeau House graces 
this page. where the Bribie Island Branch 
continues its work helping 'shut in' folk 
and hosting a party of orphans brought 
to the arca by Brisbane Branch. 

Frdm South Australia comes the 
news of the building of a 32 bed 
dormitory at Victor Harbor Camp using 
pupils of Marleston College of Technical 
and Further Education. As well as adding 
a first class facility, the 30 students 
experienced Toc H friendship and 
obtained valuable work experience. 


— a stalwart member much respected by 
young and old. 

Many members have left the 
country and obviously change has made 
many more consider the future. Perhaps 
we can focus our thoughts on the 
problems faced by the members by 
repeating this poignant quote from ‘The 
Way Ahead’ —The Toc H magazine of the 
country. 

‘Whither Goest Thou? 

‘Every day we hear of more members of 
our dwindling community who are 
emigrating. We say “goodbye”, wish them 
well, turn about and wonder. And 
wonder! Huw green is the grass on the 
other side of the hill? Should we, too, 
pack up, take the “owl run” and seek 
pastures new? And if we do so, our 
thoughts run along a single track — how 
will we manage? How will we fare in 
some new far off country? And to most 
of us no clear cut answer springs readily 
to mind to sort out and pigeon hole our 


checking and maintaining the lamps over 
the years, and has kept the records of the 
installations throughout. Reg will also be 
known to all those who had the 
organising and running of the Cotswold 
Festivals at Dor Knap, where he took on 
the task of electrician. 

In his death the Branch and the 
Movement have lost a good friend and a 
loyal servant. At his funeral Branch 
members who could attended, and the 
Region was represented by George Lec. 

RC 


‘Bill’ Mepham, Tunbridge Wells (M) 
Branch. who died suddenly last July, had 
been a member for some 46 years. He 
became a ‘boy member in 1935, 
following his introduction to Toc H 
through a boys' camp organised by the 
Tunbridge Wells Branch. During the war, 
his Army service took him to widespread 
fieids from Iceland to India and he rose 
to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. In his 
Branch, Bill held every office, except 
Secretary, and he also served as Central 
Councillor and District Treasurer. One of 
his ambitions was to take ‘Light’ in the 
Old House, and this he fulfilled when he 


unhappy confused thoughts. And ever 
there looms the pang of all the partings 
gone, and partings yet to be.’ 


1982 Winants 


Steve Leake was one of the volunteers 
who worked on an assignment which 
Toc H ran in conjunction with a 
Downside, Dunstable parish, St 
Augustine’s. He finished his report at 
Gatwick Airport, while waiting for a 
flight home: lack of space prevents full 
coverage. Steve worked both on the 
Community Festival and children’s 
playschemes, which he says were 
successful thanks to the team of 
volunteers with whom he worked. He 
regrets that the Toc H contribution to the 
scheme is not fully covered by the 
briefing Winant Volunteers receive in 
New York and aims to put that right in 
1983. 


visited Poperinge only a fortnight before 
he died. Bill’s wide interest in Toc H 
covered all aspects, and his experience 
and wise counsel will be sadly missed 


in the Branch. 
CR 


Ron Bailey of Reading. tells us of the 
death last October of former member 
Arthur Brown at the age of 97. Blinded 
during WWI, Arthur trained at St 
Dunstan’s as a physiotherapist, setting up 
in practice in Reading in 1926. He was a 
staunch churchman who influenced the 
lives of scores of boys through his 
Crusader Bible Class. For many years he 
served actively with both Toc H and 
Rotary. Arthur- leaves three sons — all 
Anglican clergy — and one daughter — 
a physiotherapist. 


Jack Dare, of Paignton, writes to say that 
his wife Beatrice (‘Billie’) Dare died in 
November last at the age of 78. Billie’s 
two spells of membership, starting in 
London with LWH and ending in 


Norwich, added up to almost 40 years of 


Toc H service. Jack and Billie were 


Much in Little 


Valparaiso Branch has just celebrated 
their 55th Birthday, a fact which speaks 
much for the endurance and penetration 
of the spirit in overcoming distance and 
isolation. 


Back from Nigeria comes ‘Husky’ and 
Edith — Huskinson. Having answered 
Tubby's charge in 1946 to help with the 
fight against leprosy, they are now settled 
back in West Mersea in Essex. We wish 
them a very happy retirement and say 
‘Thank you’! 


from 


An anonymous member writes 


somewhere overseas: 


‘I have been even busier this year. I not 
only do transcribing but also proof read 
the work of several other transcribers. 
Besides teaching a couple of blind 


Africans — I am supervising a sighted 
woman who is learning Braille and hope 
to enter for an examination in March. My 
latest blind boy is only 17 — he not only 
has no eyes but no hands either — and I 


visit him two afternoons a week, talk 
with him, get him laughing. go for a walk 
with him, generally try to keep him 
interested in something. It was only two 
years ago when the boobytrap exploded 
in his face — and he was alone at the 
time. Imagine the shock! And even if he 
was actually laying the bomb (which 1 
myself believe), isn't it sad that he must 
go through his whole life so handicapped?’ 


An example that makes mere words fade. 


[[-—————M———————————M Eel 


married at All Hallows by Pat Leonard 
and have lived in Devon since 1970. 


Bernard Sharples, a founder member of 
Clitheroe (M) Branch, died last November. 
Apart from his war service as a naval sick 
bay attendant, Bernard spent all his life in 
Clitheroe. His long record of service 
started when he joined St John 
Ambulance in 1927 and continued almost 
to ihe day of his death. This service 
ranged from organising and sharing in the 
Blood Transfusion Service, through 
hospital and League of Friends 
committee work and chairmanship of an 
old people's welfare club, to a nine year 
stint as an elected member of Clitheroe 
Borough Council. He was heavily involved 
with work with the parish church, town 
and church operatic and dramatic 
societies and helped to set up a number 
of town interest groups. Bernard was 76 
when he died after more than half a 
century of devoted leadership in this very 
wide span of Clitheroe life. 


| We give thanks for their lives | 
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IDEAS 


Do you belong to Toc H — or just to your 
own Branch? If you've lost the feeling 


that you're part of a worldwide 
Movement, here's a way of restoring it, 
suggested by Alice Welford. 


Each month, Point Three will publish the 
names of a selection of Branches, District 
Branches or Groups, arranged in pairs. 
Each Branch in the pair will probably be 
separated by some distance from the 
other. So they will have to build a bridge. 


The first will write — or send a tape — | 


introducing themselves to the second and 
telling them their news, ideas, current and 
future activities. The receiving Branch 
will reply, doing the same. And so a 
contact is built up. Done properly, it can 
become a source of fellowship and 
mutual support between the two 
*partners'. Very soon the country — even 
the world — could become criss-crossed 
by lines of communication, binding the 
Movement more closely together. 


There's some self interest in this too! 
We suggest all such correspondence goes 
via HQ, so that we can pick out snippets 
of news for Round and About and The 
Wider Family. 


If you'd like to participate in this 
twinning scheme — and we invite 
members abroad to participate too — do 
write in and we'll be happy to link you 


up. 


Finally — an answer for those who doubt 
if the scheme will work: it already has! 
Originally launched in 1930 by the 
League of Women Helpers it ran 
successfully for some years! 


| "A 
tà - 
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Stallholders’ aprons aren't now (Ideas Corner, October issue] 


Challenge! 


| Come on, you slumbering Toc H 

Branches, where are you? Last April 
! (Point Three, Open Forum), we issued a 
| challenge to eight other Branches to 
support us towards printing one edition 
of Point Three by matching our £100 
donation. We have waited in vain for all 
| the challenging letters and so to prove it 
! was not a ‘one off’ thing, here we are 
again. Through fair means and ‘foul’, 
we have been able to raise £500, £400 
of which is going to our Family at 
Wendover. The additional £100 we are 
Í sending to the Old House, since this is 
| where our Family started. Surely we can't 
| be the only ones to do it: if not, let us see 


your light! 


Jenni Ashworth 
Caister-on-Sea 


Talk, talk, talk! 


Winnie Nelson’s letter (October Point 
Three) mentions the example of Don 
McKenzie, who did indeed ‘do 
something’. 

I was with a Toc H Group at the 
TB Settlement at Botha’s Hill recently, 
who were so thrilled to pass through The 
Memorial Gate to what is now known as 
the ‘Don McKenzie Centre’, a living 
memorial to a man who did indeed get 
up, go out in faith, set the example which 
others followed and conquered. 

Another example of this kind of 
devotion to an idea is currently taking 
place also in Natal, where Mrs Pam Herd 
leads and inspires a dedicated team to 
care for a group of ‘Coloured’ cripples by 
providing them with sheltered 
employment. From a very small 


Li ji i 
ETERA] 


Open Forum 


Melton Mowbrav 
Women have had them for six years. Last November they wore them at their bazaar 
and the Men's and Women's Branches divided takings of £1.200. 
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beginning this project, known aş 
‘Eleazar’, will soon benefit from 4 
£100,000 conversion of a once derelict 
building to provide a complex of 
workshops, sales outlet, physiotherapy 
section and kindergarten. 

Once again a member of Toc H 
saw the need, set out in faith, and, thanks 
to the generous financial support of 
Round Table, demonstrates what Toc H 
is all about. 


Alec Bullivant 
Hon Administrator 
Toc H (Southern Africa) 


Messages of Peace 


Remembrance Sunday could, | feel, be 
made more meaningful, especially to 
younger people, by a little corporate or 
personal action in the cause of peace. 

From this year, organisations — 
religious, industrial, commercial, public, 
educational, charitable or social — 
acquainted with people overseas could 
well send them by post messages of peace 
and goodwill. These could be in letters or 
on notelets or cards (perhaps home- 
made). Individuals who know people 
abroad, eg penfriends, could also do it, 
The message might read something like 
this: 

MBs e 
Sunday . . . November, is Remembrance 
Sunday in Great Britain. We remember 
those who died or otherwise suffered in 
the two World Wars and in other 


conflicts. We should like to send you this 
friendly message of goodwill and to wish 
you good health and happiness. 

‘From 
sender).’ 


(name and address of 


Phil Thomas of Hoveton and Wroxham 
Men poses proudly in his apron a full 
length winter version! 


Opinions expressed in these columns (including any editorial comment 

r : ii are th 
contributor and not necessarily those of the Toc H Movement. We p the pili lett 
Only letters carrying the correspondent's full name and address will be considered for publicston 
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Individuals not knowing any 
people abroad, and unable to obtain any 
names and addresses, could send messages 
to members of other races living across 
town, or even in the next street. 

Some readers may say that to do 
this would commercialise Remembrance 
Sunday. Perhaps it would, but what 
about Christmas and Mothering Sunday? 
Few, I think, would wish to see those 
occasions devoid of cards. In years to 
come, Remembrance Sunday may be in 
danger of dying out unless new meaning 
is given to it. To send corporate or 
personal messages of goodwill to people 
abroad would enable ordinary people to 
do something friendly and positive for 
the cause of peace. 


Dora Hawkins 
Nottingham 


Topic on Tape 


The members of the Branch have asked 
me to say how sorry they are, at the news 
that ‘Toc H Topics on Tape’ is shortly to 
finish its activities. 

We have found these tapes most 
helpful, in keeping us informed of some 
of the basic issues before our Movement 
and promoting discussion etc. 

Please accept our grateful thanks 
for the work you have done. May God 
prosper whatever work you are called to 
do in the future. 


A J Mines 
Corsham, Wilts 


Like, I am sure, many members of Toc H, 
I learned with much regret that Scott 
Shaw is leaving. I was also very sorry to 
hear Topic on Tape is coming to an end. 


Oe ee eee, 


Please 
Note 


N Wales 
Area Office 


Unfortunately, particulars of this 
office do not appear in the 1983 
Toc H Diary. Percy Freeman is there 
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
(all day) and on Thursday mornings. 
The address is: Pont Y Garreg, Gas 
Lane, Mold, Clwyd (Tel 0352 (Mold) 
55723). 


Quite apart from the value of Topic on 
Tape for the information and advice 
disseminated, as an aid to communication 
in Toc H and a medium for stimulating 
thought and discussion at Branch 
meetings, [ very much hope the tapes 
have encouraged members to be outward 
looking in their approach to Toc H and to 
be more aware of the family spirit within 
the Movement. 

[ l am sure our members would 
wish me to send Scott our warmest good 
wishes in whatever work he plans to take 
up. 

N A Poolman 
Newton Abbot 


Although we have not always agreed with 
the views expressed — and at times, 
indeed, have been quite critical — the 
tapes have always provoked a lively 
discussion. Even if the subject we have 
discussed has sometimes drifted from the 
original topic that may be no bad thing if 
it gets everyone talking and draws out 
some of the less vocal members. 

It must have been no mean task to 
choose a subject, record suitable 
interviews and knit the whole thing 
together into a cohesive and interesting 
whole. 

Thanks to you and all others 
involved in producing Topic on Tape. 

Whatever your plans after 
September 1983 may we wish you all the 
best and plenty of job satisfaction. 


Joan Chamberlain 
Twickenham, Middlesex 


Note: Scott Shaw, who has worked with 
us from HQ since January 1975. has 
decided to leave the staff (though not the 


‘Letters 
from | 
the Front 


An author is currently preparing an 
anthology of letters written home 
from battle and war areas since 1900. 
She is anxious to have as full a range 
as possible and would be grateful for a 
sight of any such letters any of our 
readers may have in their possession. 
All letters received by her will be 
treated with respect and promptly 
returned. If you can help, write to: 
Annette Tapert, 89 Moore Park Road, 
London SW6. 


Movement!) by September of this year. 
His hope is that he will eventually be 
accepted for taining in the full time 
ministry of the Church. For some years 
now, Scott has produced the Topic on 
Tape series single handed and has turned 
thern from a daring and potentially costly 
experiment (launched with vision and 
enthusiasm by Huw Gibbs) into a self 
financing success. We all owe him a great 
debt for this. He has no back up here so, 
unless a near miracle occurs, we shall 
have to phase out this work from now 
and bring it to an end when he leaves 
us. — Editor 


Early Blood Donors 


Fifty years ago, I was at a Sunday charity 
concert in the West End of London when 
the show was stopped and an urgent 
request was made for a blood donor 
(O Group) to save a child’s life. I 
volunteered, and was taken immediately 
by car to the Great Ormond Street 
Children’s Hospital. After a blood test, I 
was taken into a ward and given a bed 
next to a little boy and the blood was 
given as I was lying there. The child cried 
pathetically during the process, and 
looked very ill. His parents thanked me 
again and again. Alas, when I visited the 
child next day, sad to say, he had died 
during the night. 

There were no blood banks at that 
time — I think about 1932. I would have 
been 28 years of age and am now nearly 
79. 1 also gave blood during the last 
war... 


Dolores Miriam Behrman 
Nottingham 


Reunion 


Staff and CEC members of the former 
Women’s Association are holding their 
annual reunion at Alison House from 
6-8 June 1983. Keith Rea, Toc H 


International Secretary, has agreed to 
be our speaker. The cost of the 
reunion will be £19.50. Do join us if 


you would like to make new 
friendships and renew old ones. All 
enquiries and applications, please, to: 
Mrs M Berry, ‘High Tor’, 28 Vicarage 
Road, Penn, Wolverhampton, 
WV4 SHY. 


Help the Aged 


by Kenneth Hudson 


‘Twenty-one years of Experiment and 
Achievement’ is the sub-title of this book, 
and it summarises very succinctly the 
content of this history of Help the Aged. 
But the Author achieves more than this, 
for he both illustrates the revolution 
which has taken place in the public 
attitude to helping the aged, and also sets 
the initiation, growth, and development 
of Help the Aged in the context of the 
evolution of British History. 

The book will have special interest 
for members of Toc H, not least because 
there are no fewer than seven references 
to the Movement in the book. Coming as 
they do at the beginning. middle and end 
of the book, this suggests that there have 
been mutual interests and commitments. 
And this is not surprising, as the Founder 
of Help the Aged (Cecil Jackson-Cole) 
was a member of Toc H and a personal 
friend of Tubby Clayton. But it goes 
beyond that, for even before Help the 
Aged was founded as such, a Toc H plan 
to help old aged pensioners was 
supported by VCS, the parent body of 
Help the Aged. Charles Norman, who was 
instrumental in bringing together Toc H 
and the antecedents of Help the Aged 
in June 1954, has, since the 1970s been 
involved in opening and running gift 
shops in South Africa for the aged and 
for the rehabilitation of prisoners. Again, 
a remarkably successful charitable 
enterprise was achieved by the two 
organisations when ‘Yours? (the 
newspaper published by Help the Aged 
for the Elderly) in 1975 drew attention 
to the urgent need for spectacles in eye 
hospitals in the developing countries. The 
result was that 20,000 pairs were raised, 
and these were passed on to Toc H for 


distribution in India, Africa, and the 
West Indies. Finally (a matter not 
mentioned in the book, as it was 


probably not known to the Author), 
Toc H members were always made 
especially welcome for holidays at 
Normanhurst, at St Leonards, where the 
Founder of Help the Aged ran a small 
private hotel, not for profit, but for 
fellowship and the furtherance of the 
work of caring. This, amongst other 
things, provided a useful communication 
centre for ‘it is clear’, comments the 
Author ‘that this involvement (of HA) 
with the activities of Toc H sharpened his 
(CIC's) awareness of the needs of the 
underprivileged”. 

Kenneth Hudson reveals his skill 
in getting to the heart of the matter by 
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asking pertinent questions. Three of these 
he asks in the middle of the second 
chapter, and I make no excuse for 
quoting them in full. ‘To what extent 
have the activities of Help the Aged 
changed public thinking? What has it 
done over the years to make the world a 
slightly more civilised place to live in? 
In what way has it helped to arouse the 
conscience of the country to the needs 
of the aged, both at home and abroad?’ 
The rest of the book is an attempt to 
find an answer to these questions, and 
to evaluate the result. 

The historical antecedents of Help 
the Aged are outlined in chapter one. The 
Author shows how the co-founder of 
Oxfam and the founder ofa group which 
called itself Voluntary and Christian 
Causes, brought into being, with the help 
of staunch, committed and inspired 
associates, ‘the very first charity, to 
pinpoint the needs of the aged’. Two 
chapters are concerned with the 
establishment of the new Charity and 
with the attempts to identify and further 
its aims and purposes: ‘Getting the Image 
Right’, as the Author entitles chapter 
three. Next we have a chapter about ‘The 
Health of Old People’, and the funding 
involved in ambitious research projects. 
‘Ambitious research projects’, you may 
ask, ‘at a time of deep recession?’ The 
policy statement is quoted verbatim: 
^vithout imaginative research into the 
various fundamentals of the ageing 
process, how can we proceed to the 
really vital step, programmes of 
preventive geriatrics?’ A chapter on 
Poverty, Pensions and the Second Class 
Citizens' is followed by one on "Housing 

- The Toughest Problem of them Al’. 

One might perhaps have expected more 
on ‘The Work Overseas’ which comprises 
only one chapter. The penultimate 
chapter on "Education and Information’ 
includes information concerning the 
highly successful Youth Campaign, the 
Education Department, the launching of 
‘Yours’ and the publishing of Helpage 
International. 

The final chapter is entitled 
"Where is Help the Aged Going? Needless 
to say, this is a question which the 
pioneers of the Charity have been asking 
since the beginning. As the Author points 
out, in the initiatory stages of growth, 
more experimentation was possible, and 
doubtless herein lies one of the reasons 
for success. He wonders if the very size 
and success of the organisation might 
contain the seeds of its own decay, as 
so often happens with large societies and 
institutions, He rightly pinpoints the 
secret of future success, namely the 
quality of its staff recruits. He is 
encouraged by what he finds: ‘. . . among 
what one might term the modern’ 
employees, that is, those recruited for 
their professional skills, there are a 
number who have brought to their work 


a degrce of devotion fully comparable to 
anything one could find among the 
pioneers’. If he is right, there is no doubt 
where Help the Aged is going: it is going 
to help the aged. 

This is a most timely book. First, 
it puts on record the history of an 
organisation which — in the words of the 
Author — "as been for the whole of its 
21 years the most stimulating and 
creative centre in the world for the Study 
and practice of everything which affects 
the welfare of old people’ Secondly, it 
encapsulates the spirit which inspired its 
pioneers. The ‘inasmuch’ dynamic is the 
overriding vision, power and purpose of 
the Founder and his Associates, and the 
Author shows this clearly, alongside the 
pragmatic and experiential. It is 
important that this should be clearly 
understood by those who build on its 
foundations and by those who generously 
associate themselves with it, and with the 
Family's other charitable enterprises. 
Not that this philosophy is exclusive. 
Indeed, the parent body of Help the 
Aged, as the Author of the book points 
out, is that of Voluntary and Christian 
Service, a body which welcomes help 
from those of all religions or none. 
Finally, the book comes at a time when 
there is considerable anxiety and 
foreboding about the future of the 
Welfare State. In the last chapter already 
referred toWhere is Help the Aged 
Going?’ the Author quotes Peregrine 
Worsthorne’s prophetic words Voluntary 
charity is an idea whose time has come 
again .. . If the poor have to depend on 
increased public expenditure, their plight 
in the forseeable future will be very grim. 
Increased private charity is their only 
hope’. If this message, coming loud and 
clear from Kenneth Hudson’s book, is 
used as a beacon light by the policy 
makers in Help the Aged, by the large 
number of committed workers in the 
Charity, and still larger number of 
voluntary helpers, the future is safe. God 
grant that the Charity may go from 
strength to strength, for the statistics for 
the approaching decades of the ageing 
and aged arc daunting indeed. 


Kenneth Hudson is to be 
congratulated on this informative, 
analytical and constructively critical 


book. It is very well indexed and has a 
good bibliography and historical index. 
One hopes that it will prove to be more 
than a history of 21 years of pioneering 
work for the aged. So much remains to be 
done in so many fields, but this book is 
invaluable in that it illuminates the road 
already travelled, and offers signposts for 
the way ahead. 

Theo Jackson-Cole 


"Help the Aged' is published by 
Bodley Head (1982) at £7.95. 
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fund raising drive. The climax of this 
year's efforts was their running of the 
town's seventh Annual Charities Fair, 
involving 16 local organisations, whose 
representatives posed for this picture. The 
Fair was a great success, attracting large 
numbers throughout a busy Saturday. 
Last year 's fair raised well over £600. 
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Bangor members prepare for a fund raising rummage sale. 
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Captain Proudfoot, St Ives’ lifeboat deputy secretary received 
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x Evesham's lamp from Myrtle Quick and Alice Welford. See story 


in January’s ‘Round and About’. 


WHAT Is 
MENTAL 
. RHANDICAP ® 


One in every hundred people in this 
country is mentally handicapped to some 
degree, and mentally handicapped people 
arc a common enough sight nowadays, 
travelling on buses, helping Mum with the 
weekend shopping or waiting for the 
mini-bus to take them to school or the 
training centre. And yet, if you asked the 
man in the street to tell you what mental 
handicap is, you'd be very lucky 
to get anything like a correct answer. 
Probably he'd say something about 
mongols or spastics and leave it at that. 


The trouble is that the term ‘mental 
handicap’ is a broad-based generalisation 
and embraces a whole range of conditions 
from mongolism and hydrocephalus with 


their obvious physical characteristics, to 
brain-damage and autism. What all these 
conditions have in common is that the 
people suffering from them have only a 
limited mental capacity. Their minds will 
not develop as fast or as fully as other 
peoples’, and they will always need some 
form of social support. 


This limited mental capacity — mental 
handicap — is a permanent disability and 
is not, as many people think, an illness 
which can be cured. There is no cure for 
mental handicap, although some 
conditions leading to it (like 
phenylketonuria) can be checked if they 
are detected early enough. Much research 
is devoted to early detection, and even 


more to causes of mental handicap, but it 
is still an uphill battle. There are a great 
many causes, and few of them are 
understood. We do know, though, that 
an extra chromosome causes mongolism, 
German measles at a critical time in 
pregnancy can result jin blindness, 
deafness and retardation, and hormone 


deficiencies or malnutrition during 
pregnancy can also cause mental 
handicap. 


But whatever the cause, mental handicap 
is not primarily a medical problem, but a 
social and educational one. The 
‘treatment’ for mental handicap is not 
drugs and medicines but stimulation and 
education which can help retarded 
children develop to the utmost of their 
limited potential, and to grow up to lead 
useful and purposeful lives in the 
community among their friends. 


(This article appeared originally in 
MENCAP Year Book and we are grateful 
to the publishers, McMillan Graham Ltd, 
for their permission to use it. 

— Editor 
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Small Ads 


Small advertisements must be received (with 
remittance) five weeks before publication day, 
which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The 
charge is 5p a word (minimum 5Üp) to Point 
Three Magazine. Rates of display 
advertisements can be obtained from the 
Editorial Office, Toc H, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover. Telephone: 0296 623911. 


Weymouth, bed, breakfast, cvening meal from 
£48 week. Weckend breaks from £14.50. Bar, 
free parking. Also inclusive coach holidays from 
most parts of country from about £80 weck. 
Mrs Cole, Kirtleton House, 21 Kirtleton Avenue, 


Bruges, Belgium. Hotel 
Jacobs, {established 50 
years) welcomes Toc 
parties and individual 
visitors to this lovely oid 
city within easy reach of 
other famous cities of art, 
and of the coast. Comfort- 
able, modernised hotel. 
Quiet situation. Parking. English spoken. 
Strongly recommended. Bed and breakfast only. 
Mr Jules Lietaert, Hotel Jacobs, Baliestraat 1, 
Bruges, 8000. Telephone: 010-32-50 
3398 31/32. 


dy 


Clacton — 6 berth Caravan, fully equipped, 
excellent site facilities include, pool, shops, 
childrens playground and social centre. 
April/May/June — £45 pw, July — £50 pw, 
August - £60, September - £45 pw, Full details 
from Mrs M Burgess, 6 Upper Park Road, 
Clacton-on-Sea. Tel: 0255 429428. SAE please. 


Holiday Letting — Colwell Bay, Isle of Wigh 
two miles from Yarmouth Ferry Harbour. Fully 
furnished bungalow on cliff top with panoramic 
view of the Solent. Available from Easter 1983 
Accommodation for four persons. £60-£126 
according to season. Desmond Bonner, 6 West 
Street, Steeple Claydon, Buckingham, 
(Tel: 029 673 565) 


Christian Singles. Social Events, nationwide, 
Friendship contacts, Holidays, weekend 
houseparties: Christian Friendship Fellowship, 
Dept/B23, Edenthorpe, Doncaster. 


For penfriends within the United Kingdom 
send sae to International Friendship League, 
PFs, UK, PO Box 117, Leicester. 


Raise funds quickly, easily. Superb ball-pens, 
combs, key fobs, diaries, ctc gold stamped to 
your requirements. Details: Northern Novelties, 
Bradford BD1 3HE. 


Weymouth. Tel: 0305 785296. 


ORDER NOW ! - They're New ! 


‘Joyful Journey’ — A daily pattern of devotion for Toc H £ p 
— compiled by Revd Bob Knight as a replacement for 

'Yours is the Glory' (now out of print). Stoutly bound: 

144 pages. 


Price: £1 plus 50p p & p 

1096 discount on orders 

of 5 or more Dess. . COpies 
Cuff Links (with lamp symbol) 


Price: £1 a pair dont m OE 


Bar Brooch Toc H Badges (larger size — 34" wide) 


Price: 36p each ........ brooches NE MS. 
ALSO: 
Wire Blazer Badges (lamp symbol) 

DruceuwB3t5ore2chmN LT badges N-. 
"The Way of Friendship' — A Toc H Anthology 

Price: £2 plus50pp&p —  ........ copies. . 19 JN AUN / 
Reduced to Clear Remainders 
The 1983 Diary has 32 pages of essential information 
for Toc H members and friends, including addresses, 
Ceremony of Light, a history of the Movement etc. 
Extra clear type. 

Only. A0preachaocenwo ie Sue. oe copies? ~ oto" 

Total enclosed we. o oo 


Order now from: 
Toc H Publications Department, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 


Please enclose remittance with order 
BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE 

From [Name]-. si stiges s dpe e pre ES nte A Branch/ Group Bni ti, ee Seine See aetna 
Address 


Published by Toc H, ! Forest Close, Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT and printed by The Chesham Press Ltd, Chesham, Bucks. 


